
Reserve your room
The Hyatt Centric Chicago O’Hare, 
formerly the Hyatt O’Hare Rosemont, 
has undergone an enormous $31 
million renovation. The hotel is a 
completely new upscale boutique 
hotel offering sophisticated spaces 
with plush bedding, seating areas with 
a comfy sofa or chair, ample workspace, 
55” HDTVs, a minibar, hardwood 
flooring, and luxe bathrooms with 
marble accents, back-lit mirrors, and upscale 
bathroom amenities. The Hyatt Centric is 
offering a special rate of $159 for single 
occupancy and $169 for double occupancy 
to Chicago Open Tournament attendees.

The Backgammon rate includes a hot breakfast buffet for up to two people to 
include the Chicago Open staple: Bagels, Cream Cheese, Smoked Salmon, and 
sliced vegetables.

Parking in the Hyatt Centric garage is discounted from $30 to just $10 for guests 
staying over-night, while those driving to the hotel but not staying overnight will 
have complimentary daily parking.

Book online at Hyatt Centric Chicago O’Hare or call 847-518-1234 (hotel 
direct) or 1-800-492-8847 (central reservations).

Be sure to mention the Chicago Open Backgammon Tournament (G-COBT)  
when making your reservations.

All reservations must be made by Tuesday May 7, 2026 to  
guarantee the group rate.

Memorial Day Weekend • May 20-25, 2026

Hyatt Centric Chicago O’Hare • Rosemont, Illinois
Adjacent to Rivers Casino

featuring
• 2026 Women’s National Championship
• Players Cup (BMAB)
• Sunday Night Lecture – Gerry Tansey, title TBD 

• CJC’s Backgammon Boutique

44th

ChicagoOpenBG.com

The Chicago Open has hosted a Players Cup BMAB 
event the past four years, each time setting a new 
world record. The Miami Open now holds the record 
at 54. We hope to smash that record in 2026. Roberto 
Litzenberger will direct this Players Cup event. Should 
you have any questions please email Roberto directly 
at cafecafe_88@yahoo.com.

Fees
•	 Entry Fee is $150 (100% return)
•	 Side Pool A $50 and B $100 (100% return)
•	 PR Side Pools grouped based on BMAB rating, $100 (100% return)
	 	 GM or better (under 4.0 PR)
	 	 M1-M3 (4.0-6.5 PR)
	 	 A1-A3 (6.5-10.0 PR)
	 	 I1-I3 (10.0-16.0 PR)
•	 Registration/Transcription Fee $100

Format
•	 5-rounds of 9-point matches
•	 3 rounds of random pairings followed by 2 rounds of Swiss pairings
•	 All matches will be recorded and transcribed to electronic match files then 

analyzed by the current version of eXtremeGammon using BMAB settings.

SCHEDULE
Wednesday, May 20th 
5:00 PM	 Registration begins 
6:00 PM	 Rounds 1-3

Players Cup (BMAB) in Chicago

2026 Women’s National Championship Hotel Reservations

$100 entry fee, $75 Re-Buy, only after 1st loss if spots 
remain available, 90% return, $50 side pool. 9-points  
in the Main bracket and 5-points in the Consolation.*  
(2 min/12 sec) 

*The Winner will receive a Women’s World of 
Backgammon Jacket and $500 bonus cash!

Adjacent to Rivers Casino

2025 Doubles Champions  
Steve Klesker & Jim Zinkhon  

with Tournament Director  
Rory Pascar.

2025 Chicago Open 
Champion Jack Edelson 
accompanied by Tournament 
Director Rory Pascar.

Thursday May 21st 
11:00 AM	 Final 2 Rounds

Watch all the action from the Chicago Open streamed live!
(in partnership with Backgammon Galaxy and APBG)

Use the following links to view these live streams:
https://youtube.com/backgammongalaxy 
https://youtube.com/aplive



Event Starting Day Starting Time
Entry Fees Match 

LengthMain Side Pool

ABT “MoreSwiss” Main Tournament
Open

Saturday 12:00 PM
$450 $225 9

Intermediate $250 $125 9
Novice $50 - 3

The Jackpots
 Quali er

Thursday
12:00 PM $300 $150

11
Markowitz Masters

3:00 PM, 7:00 PM
$600 $300

Friday 11:00 AM

Faster Master Thursday
12:00 PM, 3:00 PM, 

7:00 PM
$500 $250 11

Limited Jackpot
Thursday

12:15 PM, 3:15 PM, 
7:15 PM $400 $200 9

Friday 11:15 AM

Intermediate 
Jackpot

Thursday
12:15 PM, 3:15 PM, 

7:15 PM $200 $100 9
Friday 11:15 AM

Other Side Events
Players Cup Wednesday 5:00 PM $250 $100 9

CancelGammon 
($1,500 added)

Thursday 1:00 PM $60 $30 5

Blitz Thursday 1:00 PM $30 - 5

Quickie - DMP Thursday 1:00 PM $20 - 1

SpeedGammon Thursday 1:30 PM $60 $30 5

Juniors (under 60) 
vs Seniors (60+) Thursday 1:30 PM $60 $30 7

Women's National 
Championship Thursday 3:00 PM $100 $50 9/5

Zavoral Board Thursday 8:30 PM $150 - 7

Doubles Friday 11:00 AM $400 $200 7

After Tournament Sunday 3:00 PM $100 $50 5

*See www.ChicagoOpenbg.com for each event clock policy
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44th

*See www.ChicagoOpenbg.com for each event clock policy

Schedule of Events

REGISTER ONLINE 
on the Chicago Open website: 
www.ChicagoOpenBG.com

Wednesday May 20, 2026
	 5:00 PM	 Registration Opens for Players Cup (BMAB)

	 5:00 PM	 Registration Opens for Players Cup (BMAB)

	 6:00 PM	 Players Cup (BMAB) Begins (3 Rounds to be Played Wednesday Night)

Thursday May 21, 2026
	11:00 AM	 Players Cup (BMAB) Continues (Final 2 Rounds)

	11:00 AM	 Registration Opens for All Events

	12:00 PM	 Markowitz Masters Qualifier

	12:00 PM	 Faster Master Start Time #1

	12:15 PM	 Limited Jackpot Start Time #1

	12:15 PM	 Intermediate Jackpot Start Time #1

	 1:00 PM	 CancelGammon Begins

	 1:00 PM	 1-Point Quickie Begins

	 1:00 PM	 5-Point Blitzes Begin

	 1:30 PM	 Juniors vs Seniors Begins

	 1:30 PM	 SpeedGammon Begins

	 3:00 PM	 2026 Women’s National Championship Begins

	 3:00 PM	 Markowitz Masters Start Time #1

	 3:00 PM	 Faster Master Start Time #2

	 3:15 PM	 Limited Jackpot Start Time #2

	 3:15 PM	 Intermediate Jackpot Start Time #2

	 7:00 PM	 Markowitz Masters Start Time #2

	 7:00 PM	 Faster Master Start Time #3

	 7:15 PM	 Limited Jackpot Start Time #3

	 7:15 PM	 Intermediate Jackpot Start Time #3

	 8:30 PM	 Zavoral Board Tournament Begins

	11:00 PM	 No More Matches Begin

Friday May 22, 2026
	10:00 AM	 Registration Continues

	11:00 AM	 Doubles Tournament Begins (first 3 rounds will be played)

	11:00 AM	 Markowitz Masters Start Time #3

	11:15 AM	 Limited Jackpot Start Time #4

	11:15 AM	 Intermediate Jackpot Start Time #4

	 5:00 PM	 Dinner Break

	 8:00 PM	 Round 3 of All Jackpots Begin

	 8:00 PM	 All Side Events Continue

	11:30 PM	 No More Matches Begin

	11:30 PM	 Registration Closes for ABT Open and Intermediate Divisions 
***ALL FEES DUE***

Saturday May 23, 2026
	10:00 AM	 Welcome Announcements & Calcutta Auction 

CHICAGO OPEN ABT MAIN TOURNAMENT BEGINS

	12:00 PM	 Round 1 for ABT Open and Intermediate Divisions

	12:00 PM	 Novice Division Begins

	 2:15 PM	 Round 2 for ABT Open and Intermediate Divisions

	 4:30 PM	 Round 3 for ABT Open and Intermediate Divisions

	 6:30 PM	 Dinner Break - Optional Banquet

	 8:30 PM	 Round 4 for ABT Open and Intermediate Divisions

	10:30 PM	 Round 5 for ABT Open and Intermediate Divisions

	10:30 PM	 All Side Events Continue

	11:30 PM	 No More Matches Begin

Sunday May 24, 2026
	10:00 AM	 Round 6 for ABT Open and Intermediate Divisions

	10:00 AM	 All Side Events Continue

	10:30 AM	 The “Unlucky Dice” Last Chance Begins

	12:00 PM	 Play Continues Novice Division

	12:00 PM	 Round 7 for ABT Open and Intermediate Divisions

	 2:00 PM	 Round 8 for ABT Open and Intermediate Divisions

	 4:00 PM	 Round 9 for ABT Open and Intermediate Divisions

	 6:00 PM	 Dinner Break

	 8:00 PM	 Lecture by Gerry Tansey - “How to Grow a Proper  
Backgammon Beard”

	 9:00 PM	 Round 10 for ABT Open and Intermediate Divisions

	 9:00 PM	 All Side Events Continue

	11:30 PM	 No More Matches Begin

Monday May 25, 2026
	10:00 AM	 All Side Events Continue

	10:00 AM	 Round 11 for ABT Open and Intermediate Divisions 

	12:00 PM	 Round 12 for ABT Open and Intermediate Divisions

	 2:00 PM	 Round 13 for ABT Open and Intermediate Divisions (if necessary)

	 3:00 PM	 After Tourney Begins

Main Event: 3 Divisions 
Open Championship, Advanced, and Intermediate

Format: “MoreSwiss” Quadruple Elimination

Memorial Day Weekend • May 20-25, 2026

Please see www.ChicagoOpenBG.com for Tournament conditions


